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ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of the board of the council, i’d like to thank you for joining us on bear mountain.  it has been a  conference  THAT’S GROWN TO GREAT and I’d like to thank barb and her team for once again finding us a terrific venue, great entertainment and wonderful speakers to both challenge and inspire us.  if the staff of the council could stand so we can acknowledge their excellent work.  

you may not know this but IT WAS EXACTLY FORTY YEARS AGO THAT THE RAPESEED ASSOCIATION OF CANADA WAS BORN.  AND IT WAS IN 1976 THAT THE FIRST VARIETY OF CANOLA WAS INTRODUCED.  how far we’ve come YET HOW MUCH FURTHER WE HAVE YET TO GO. 

BUT I AM ABSOLUTELY CONFIDENT THAT WE WILL SUCCEED.  WE HAVE THE PASSION, THE PRODUCT, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, WE HAVE THE PEOPLE WHO WILL MAKE IT HAPPEN.

AND IT IS ON THE SUBJECT OF PEOPLE, THAT I’D LIKE TO CLOSE THIS CONFERENCE.  

i’M GOING TO GO BACK THROUGH SOME OF OUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THIS YEAR AND AT THE END, I’M GOING TO ASK YOU TO STAND WHEN I CALLOUT THE MILESTONES IN WHICH YOU’VE PLAYED A PART, EITHER WITH TIME OR MONEY.  SO HERE GOES: BIODIESEL, THE FDA HEALTH CLAIM, GM MARKET ACCEPTANCE POLICY;THE NEW CANADA FOOD GUIDE;OIL TARIFF REDUCTIONS IN pAKISTAN AND sOUTH kOREA; SALES TO MAJOR FOOD CHAINS;SALES TO NEW OFFSHORE CUSTOMERS;crush capacity INCREASE announcements;AND IF YOU GREW CANOLA, DEVELOPED OR SOLD AN INPUT, PROCESSED CANOLA, MOVED CANOLA AND/OR BOUGHT IT SO THAT WE SET NEW CONSUMPTION RECORDS.  please STAND AND REMAIN STANDING. 

THE PEOPLE STANDING IN THIS ROOM ARE THE REASON WE MET AND SURPASSED OUR SEVEN BY SEVEN GOALS…AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, YOU ARE THE PEOPLE UPON WHOm WE WILL DEPEND TO REACH OUR NEW ‘GROWING GREAT 2015’ GOAL OF 15 MILLION TONNES OF MARKET DEMAND AND PRODUCTION.  certainly there will be challenges along the way but i have complete faith that if we remain TRUE TO OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  IF WE ARE INNOVATIVE; IF WE STRUCTURE OUR INDUSTRY TO BE RESILIENT; IF WE CREATE SUPERIOR VALUE - AND BY DOING THESE THINGS, MAKE THE WORLD A HEALTHIER PLACE, THEN WE WON’T JUST SUCCEED; WE’LL EXCEED OUR GREATEST EXPECTATIONS yet again. 

AND WITH THAT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, I WILL THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND ASK YOU TO JOIN ME THIS EVENING AT THE HEARTBEAT café and then next march in miami, florida, where we’ll hold our 41st convention in conjunction with the national institute of oilseed products.  

I DECLARE THE  40TH ANNUAL CONVENTION CLOSED.  thank you.

